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NOTES ON THE PRIEST TO THE CHRIST CHILD THE BARONESS 
LITURGY (From “Holy Night,” by Gregorio Martinez Sierra.—E. P. Dutton Co.) JOTS IT DOWN 


.I have been in England. 
That is to say, I have travelled 
three thousand miles, which 
if they were directed across 
the ocean would have brought 
me to London. But since they 
were directed Canadaward, 
| they only brought me to the 
very tip of that vast land— 
namely to the little town of 
Antigonish in the Province of 
Nova Scotia in Canada. 
When the trip was all over, 


I sought Thee the length | world. (Rising and addressing | Enter with Him into the city, 

By MARY QUINLIN and breadth of the city, which ss ayy re ne emo- | that a aera, see cae at 

‘ ion) And you? at are you| your hands. He is your Christ; 

I. Advent and Christmas cathepsin ory ~~ ae | doing that you are not ceaping He is your Standard! Raise it, 

‘ie deal a setae “% wast not tor joy? For what season are | salute it, defend it! Never con- 

There is little point in cele-| there... And now I find Thee, | you hoarding your rejoicing? | sent that those who oppress 

brating birthdays or anniver-| King.of Peace, with the poor | Our Lord has come Himself to| you, who exploit you, who 

saries after the persons con-| and the hungry and the desti-| you, has shown Himself to|deny you the bread of the 

cerned are dead. But one| tute... with these sheep with-| you, so that seeing Him you| body and the bread of the 

celebrates birthday, with out a shepherd!...O Heart} could not but believe in Him, | soul, take it from you, to make 

family and friends gathered, | thirst for Love! pardon this | to make up for the dullness of | it theirs to be raised against 

a ne ae camel Thy foolish servant, who has/us who have not known how| you. Christ was born for you. 
7 been so witless as to go in to teach you His name! Are| His poverty is your treasury, . : 

oe ee sea filled with ex-| search of Thee, unmindful | you dumb?... Are you blind? | His law your justice. Christ is ae eee aan 

perience and growth and/that on this night Thy love|...Do you not feel in your yours, is yours! Ask of Him, It did not start wr ae 

learning. Or a married couple| .oujd not let Thee forget the | hearts a new hope, a wonder-| take counsel of Him. Let not went there to give a few 








observe their Ce ae cold stable, the poor manger, | ful fire? those who have taken the|jectures. But I came back 
Se eee ae oe cnt the handful of straw, in which; Yes, He is yours. He is your | earth from you, lock also the knowing that I have seen:a 
share 7 z | > "2 : : - 

range experaete. Tre, Thou didst come into the! Christ. Raise Him on high.! gate of heaven to you. miracle of God’s grace. And 





it was good to see it. For we 
of the Lay Apostolate tend to 
become self-centered, what 
with the days being so short 
and the works and needs of 
the world we live in so many 
and so demanding. Yes, it was 
good to see what others do in 
the Vineyard of the Lord. 

Strangely enough the begin- 
nings of the Antigonish Move- 
ment are as old as that of our 
own work. About seventeen 
years. The founder of the 
Movement is a_ young 
priest, Father M. M. Coady— 
a Monsignor and a Doctor 
now. He had the answer to 
the tragedy of Nova Scotia in 
1930. For that rugged land of 
fishermen and _ lumberjacks 
and small farmers was dev- 
astated by the depression 
when prices on fish, lumber 
and farm products tumbled 
so far down that whole vil- 
lages were starving—and that 
literally. 

With a vision beyond his 
time ‘and age, Father Coady 
with a few faithful followers 


we observe the birthdays of 
great personages, but we do 
so because the spirit and work 
of great men live on in the 
world through their achieve- 
ments. But it is what is living 
that is celebrated. And even 
so, the existent memorial of 
one who is dead can become 
lifeless and stereotyped, and 
devolve into something fairly 
meaningless, as, for instance, 
when George Washington’s 
birthday or Lincoln’s becomes 
merely another holiday in our 
work-a-day world. 

And that is to a large extent 
what has resulted from the 
historical stress in the cele- 
bration of the great feasts of 
our Lord, such as Christmas 
and Easter, and it may very 
well be the cause of so much 
secularization and commer- 
cialization of those feasts. 

To rejoice in and*ponder on 
the mystery of God becoming 
a little child to live and grow 
among us is good. We are 


awestruck at the realization. 
But it happened nineteen started his seemingly hopeless 
rounds from village to village. 


hundred and forty some years 
ago. And Christmas amen BE CAUS E THERE WAS N O ROOM FOR THEM Talking cooperatives and 
around every year and we re- s Melita Rodeck. | credit unions to sullen, angry 
flect again on the mystery and ae © craw and hungry men who wanted 
are filled with reverence. Yet ° bread and money—now—this 
life goes on and life is busy, Catholic Women an e ero minute. Slowly they began 
and our thoughts are tucked > listening; slowly they began 
away an d can easily be A talk given by Sister Helen Angela, C.S.J., St. Margaret’s Academy, Minneapolis, Minnesota, to the Catholic forming study clubs and or- 
thought to have no bearing on | Dauahters of America, LaCrosse, Wisconsin. _ |ganizing, because what the 
our practical living as the Wit I received your invitation to speak to the Catholic Daughters of America /strange crazy priest was say- 











year rolls around. at LaCrosse, Wisconsin, I said to my social problems class of high school seniors at St. |ing seemed sensible, but most- 
” It is precisely the service of Margaret’s Academy, Minneapolis: “I am going to talk to a group of Catholic women—|ly because, being a man of 
the Liturgy to prevent this| probably about the age of your mothers—on the Negro. What shall I say?” The response | God, he also brought them all 
tucking away in our minds of| was_ immediate and thorough. The girls told me what you think about Negroes, what |—Catholic, Protestant, Jew, 
the great mysteries of our| as Catholics you ought to think, what questions you are going to ask and how I should an-| white and black (there are 
Lord’s life on earth. It does| Swer them, and finally, my limitations as a speaker on this subject. many Negroes in Nova Scotia) 
this by making them present,| You will be interested to Prete! teen Lina Ee ay fue te canis aera —God, and hence hope. 
giving them life, and teaching hear what you think about) whites. For some reason, they|through the ages. In the| That was seventeen years 
us to live them. It does not! Negroes. I quote: \don’t think that Negroes are | South, Negroes often do not|ago. Now St. Francis Xavier 
discount entirely the historical} “The idea of racial in-|human beings, because if they | even have equal educational | University has an Extension 
viewpoint; it would be cutting | feriority is so common among | remembered this, I’m sure | opportunities with the whites.|department which is the sun 
away too much were we to|grownups that a very deep|they wouldn’t keep them shut|They are sent to separate|around which all seems to 
fail to be entranced at the| prejudice is nourished in the|up by themselves.” | schools, and these schools|revolve. From it stems a 
memory of what actually | home.” “Many people think that be- | seldom receive as much finan- | constant stream of true know- 
occurred on this earth under| “The trouble with the aver-|eause the Negro usually lives | cial support as a ‘white’ school |ledge, via radio (they have 
our very sun. But there is|age American woman today |in slum districts and works at | of similar size, making it im-|their own station), books, 
more to the picture than that. is her prejudice against the|lowly jobs, he is lazy and | possible for Negroes to se-|pamphlets, study clubs. - Stu- 
To see it we must take a| Negro. She feels that the|stupid. They don’t realize that | cure good teachers and neces-|dents are trained in its tech- 
quick look at the Mass, the| Negro should be kept in his|it is the white people, ‘the | sary equipment. Although the |niques, and give a year or 
central act of the Liturgy—its|}own place. White women/superior race,’ who have put|Negro has a constitutional|more to go out into the 
very heart, we might say. don’t want Negroes to work|them in such a position by | right to suffrage, he is only too | strangest. and most distant 
God the Son became man to| with them, to run businesses|prejudice and false stere-|often handicapped in this in| places to bring the light: of 
(Continued on page 7) of their own, or to eat with |otypes which have grown up (Continued on page 6) (Continued on page 7) - 
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IT ALL GOES TOGETHER 


The Lay Apostolate is young. The Lay Apostolate is 
new. As young and as new as the Christ Child Himself. 
Like Him, it was born in utter poverty, in complete sur- 
render, and in a flame of love that knew not the pru- 
dence of men. 

From the J.0.C., born in an obscure parish in 
Belgium, under the tender ministration of a poor and 
humble priest, to three young working girls of little 
formal education and no worldly goods, to the Catholic 
Worker on 15th street —a fetid New York slum, to 
Friendship House in Toronto's back-of-the-railroad- 
tracks, and many others—all followed the pattern of the 
Manger and the Child born into it. 

And not without reason this poverty. For the Lay 
Apostolate is first and foremost a WAY OF LIFE, 
CHRIST’S—WHO IS BOTH A DOOR AND A WAY. 
This is its strength, and the secret of such success as it 
has had. This is also the riddle it presents to the outside 
world which thinks of reformation and revolutions in 
terms of leaders, followers and ACTION — especially 
mass action based on a rigid organization. 

This is also one of the dangers Lay Apostles must 
constantly watch for. For if for one single moment 
they lose themselves in the maze of human organization 
and order; for a second doubt that TO BE BEFORE 
THE LORD IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN TO DO 
FOR HIM; rely for an hour on their own intellect and 
efforts, without completely integrating them in His most 
Holy Will—then they, too, will lose their way and be- 
come the salt that has lost its flavor—fit to be thrown 
out on the road to be trampled by men and animals. 

Yes, the very strength of the Lay Apostolate is a 
slender thread made of the flax of Faith by the hands 
of Love. 

For it is hard always to remember not to forget— 
TO BE first, and then TO DO. It is not easy to know 
when to plan and when to cease planning. It is hard 
to surrender one’s own intellect at times and at the same 
time run, or take part in an organization run on sheer 
Joving and seemingly blind faith. It is not easy to keep 
an inner silence that listens constantly to God’s words 
in one’s soul, while working in the din and noise of the 
market place. It is well nigh impossible (except for 
love) to deal with sin whilst one’s soul contemplates the 
Sinless. But, that IS THE SOUL OF THE APOSTO- 
LATE. That is its reason for being. 

For ACTION belongs to the world. In fact the chil- 
dren of the world are well nigh perfect in actionitis. . . . 
The Communists have even taken over the seven cor- 
poral works of mercy and perform them (DO THEM) 
at times better, more efficiently than the children of 
light. But where does all this turmoil of action—Com- 
munist action, humanitarian action, etc., lead to? 

Strangely enough right into chaos. Because the moti- 
vation of all such action is NOT GOD. And for all 
their human efficiency, their perfect order, their vast 
numbers and great intellectual talents—IT DOES NOT 
POSSESS THE TRANQUILLITY OF ORDER THAT 
IS GOD'S BLESSING AND GIFT TO THOSE WHO 


-ARE AND DO FOR HIM, THRU HIM, BY HIM, IN 


HIM. 
That is why the Lay Apostle walks with the simplicity 
What Is Friendship House? 

We are a group of lay individuals who have seen the need 
for a full-time vocation to lay apostolate in action. With- 
out vows, we accept wholeheartedly the obedience to Holy 
Poverty. We eat what Providence sends, live on the gener- 
osity of the faithful, and dress from the charity heap. We 
are free to come and go into the highways and byways of 
the world where neither priest nor nun can venture. Our 
safeguard is the Hierarchy under which we work in com- 
plete obedience. 
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of a child, or should. Not concerning himself over-| 
much as to how efficiently his works are run, or how | 
perfectly they are planned, or how many join him. BUT 
ONLY WANTING TO LOVE MUCH. LOVE. BE- 





Our Children 


Christmas Gifts for 


CAUSE GOD IS LOVE. AND BECAUSE WHERE 
LOVE IS GOD IS. All his days and his nights are 
lifted up like a chalice to Christ in Bethlehem WHO 
IS HIS PATTERN. At the tiny feet of the Infinite God 
the Lay Apostle lays his life, a song, glad that he can 
give the Holy Child this small thing. 

Oh, there is human planning, human order, human 
intellect in the Lay Apostolate. It would be foolish to 
say that there should not be. Of course there should. 
But all of them are lamps that get their light from the 
Lord of Light. Each and everyone His to mold, to com- 
mand, and to use as a tool for the restoration of all 
things—the world included—to Him Who became Man 
|to save it. 

Yes, the Lay Apostolate is new and young. As young 
and as new as the Christ Child Himself! 


Hymn To The Virgin Mary 


Queen of all queens, oh! wonder of the loveliness of women, 
Heart which hath held in check for us the righteous wrath of 
God; 
|Strong staff of Light and Fosterer of the Bright Child of 
eaven, 
|Pray thou for us as we now pray that we may be forgiven. 





ah of the King of Stars beloved stainless, undefiled, 

‘Christ chose as His Mother-nurse, to Him, the stainless Child; 
| Within her breast as in a nest, the Paraclete reposes, 

|Lily among fairest flowers, Rose amid red roses. 


'She, the bright unsheathed sword to guard our souls in 

anguish, 
She, the flawless limber branch, to cover those that languish; 
Where her healing mantle flows, may I find my hiding, 
Neath the fringes of her robe constantly abiding. 


| Hostile camps upon the plain, sharp swords clashed together, 
| Stricken fleets across the main stressed by wintry weather; 
Weary sickness on my heart, sinful thoughts alluring, 

| All the fever of my soul clings to her for curing. 


| She the Maid the careful king of the wide wet world chooses, 
In her speech forgiveness lies, no suppliant she refuses; 
White star of our troubled sea, on thy name I’m crying, ? 
| That Christ may draw in His spread net the living and the 
dying. —Conor O'Riordan (1750) 








Bookworm Meets the Liturgy 


The bookworm, strictly up-; those, turn to the Proper of 
to-date on best sellers and the| the day. If you get your rib- 
latest who-dun-its, was fas-|bons in before Mass you'll 
|cinated by another book. It} have a head start.” 
| was held by a Catholic college; It sounded like a race to the 
|graduate who had inveigled "bookworm. Mass had always 
ne bookworm, a product of | seemed like a leisurely affair 
| what the bishop called “God- | to him. But when Mass 
|less public schools,” to daily | started he saw his friend’s 
[oe during Lent. This book | point. No more time for gaz- 
| was being opened in one place |ing around! The book on the 
after another with the help of | altar was changed and he was 
colored ribbons. 
| very complicated and intellec- | slow all the way through. He 
{tual to the bookworm who | caught up on the Consecra- 


'had nothing better to do than ‘tion but at the end he was 


\look around. After Mass he| saying the Communion and 


| asked his friend about the} Postcommunion while the 
book. | priest was on the last gospel. 


| 
| 





the priest is saying on the al-| his thinking. 

tar. The Mass is different ev- For weeks he tried frantic- 
ery day. This tells why the | ally to keep up with the priest 
priest wears differenf-colored | and the day finally came 
vestments and what every-|when he accomplished what 
thing means. It’s a continuous | would be a photo finish at the 
| performance, new show every |race track with Fr. K., the 
day. I think you'd get a kick | fastest priest in town and 


It looked | still on the epistle. He was! 


“It’s a missal,” said the C. C.| He was sorry Mass was over. | 
G. “You can read everything | A revolution had occurred in | 


This Christmas, as in years 
‘past, Friendship House will 
‘devote much of its energies to 
lserving the children of the 
jneighborhood. A party and 
|Christmas entertainment is 
|planned, and, of course we 
leannot carry throvgh our 
| plans without Santa Claus. 
iThis means that we must re- 
| mind our readers that without 
‘their generous donations «of 
toys and gifts for us to dis- 
tribute, many of our little 
friends will be disappointed. 
Gifts can be wrapped and age 
and sex designated so that we 
ican give them out properly. 
|Our Christmas party will in- 
clude the Tiny Tots, the 
Brownies, and the Teen Age 
groups. Remember when 
shopping for your own chil- 
dren, nieces, and nephews, 
|that all children’s hearts are 
beating with the same excited 
faith that Santa Claus is real 
and that he is generous. Buy 
that extra gift that will make 
another child happy. Or send 
money for ice cream. The 
Wise Men were privileged to 
bear their gifts directly to the 
Divine Child. We can give in 
the same spirit in the Holy 
Child’s name. 





Russian Religious Policy 

“Our new religious policy 
will be valuable in smashing 
the anti-Soviet propaganda of 
|the Roman Catholic, Luther- 
an, and other religious groups 

. . We have the chance to 
draw the Orthodox Church in 
other countries closer to Rus- 
sia and make Moscow the 
third Rome.” 

“But Comrade Mironov, 
isn’t there a danger that the 
‘new generation, which will 
|one day take our place, may 
| be spoiled by religious super- 
| stition?” 

“Don’t worry on that score,” 

|he .replied, smiling. “There 

is neither soil nor sap on 
which religion can feed in 
|U.S.S.R. After all, the press, 
| theatre, radio, schools, litera- 
| ture, all the forces of the mind 
are in the Party’s sole control. 

It’s clear to everyone that a 
| young man with religious in- 
clinations cannot possibly 
make a career. If he is not on 
|our side spiritually and poli- 
| tically, there is no place for 
him. This is our supreme ad- 
vantage. 

“Remember, the Church is 
separated from the state—and 
| the schools are in the hands of 
the state. The.Consomols 
(Communist Youth Organiza- 
tion) you may be sure, will 
be a stronger force than the 
| priests. Are we such idiots 
|that we will turn over the 
inew generation to the 
priests?” 

—From “I Chose Freedom,” 
by Victor Kravchenko, for- 
mer high Soviet official, 
published by Scribner’s. 











| out of it. Why don’t you get a 
| missal and I'll show you how 
it works?” 


So the bookworm bought a 





Graduate put the yellow rib- 
;bon at the beginning of the 
| Ordinary of the Mass. 

“If you read the directions 
between what the priest says 
he'll beat you. I'll write ‘In- 
troit, ‘Collect or Prayers,’ 
‘Epistle,’ ‘Gospel,’ ‘Offertory,’ 
‘Secret,’ ‘Communion, and 
‘Postcommunion’ in pencil in 


the margins. When you see 


maton tee Scare ieee See al wo 


missal. ‘The Catholic College | 


|therefore the most popular} Note—The above explains 
with all except missal-users.| why Catholics were among 
“But why did the priest | those who opposed the New 
wear red vestments today?| York bill which would sup- 
According to my missal they | posedly prevent bias in higher 
| Should have been white,” said | educational institutions but 
|the bookworm. So an ordo| had a clause which said that 
came into his life. education is the function of 
A whole new world opened |the state. Catholics believe 
}up to him. All these saints, | the parent has right to choose 
| what variety! Red vestments | his child’s education. 
|for St. Agnes, a thirteen-year 
| old who allowed her head to 
be chopped off rather than 
give up Christ, white vest- 
(Continued on page 7) 





If you want to have a 
very adventurous life, be 
a thorough Catholic. 

—Hilaire Belloc. 
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Thoughts of a Staff Worker as Christmas — 


The staff at FH live and work together im such interracial 


harmony, in mutual love and fraternal charity, that perhaps 
we could forget for short instances the discord existing else- 


where... 


were it not for the neighborhood children. Now 


this sounds as if I mean that the children are discordant. 


Well, 


in one sense, they are indeed! 


Children around 135th | 


street come from families living in crowded apartments and_| 


they have to be pretty quiet at home. 


When they are on 


the street or in one of the few places they consider their own, 
the FH club room for instance, they really let off steam, and 


noise seems to be of the essence! 
I’m referring is outside Harlem . 


No, the discord to which 
. the world that these 


youngsters will have to face when they. grow up. 
The joyous feast of Christ-* 
mas isn’t too far away as FH|mind it is somewhat of a 


News goes to press. We'll be d 


lighting the first Advent 
candle in just a few days. The 
air is already filled with ex- 
pectancy and preparations are 
under way to welcome the 
Baby Jesus to Friendship 


House. There isn’t much 
peace yet of the tangible 
variety but there is lots of 


joy. Peg and I when taking 
our babes, the tiny _ tots, 
through their lines in the 


Nativity play have to muster 
great self-control to keep from 
howling with laughter at the 
way the lines come out of 
their mouths. None of them 
can read yet ...so it’s all done 
by repetition. We're having 
quite a time getting together 
apparel and accoutrements 
for angels, Magi and shep- 
herds. We think we have a 
priority in the clothing room 
... at least we announced it 
loudly at supper the other 
day. But if you dear friends 
have in your attic anything to 
fill this bill please send it 
along by December 20th. 
We're also looking for ma- 
terial for curtains and a small 
spotlight for the stage. 

After several “sings” with 
the tiny tots we decided that 
their histrionic ability far out- 
weighs their musical talents. 
Who is the character who 
keeps insisting that all Ne- 

oes are born musicians?? 

e wish he could hear our 
collection of little monotones. 
However our Brownie girls 
sing beautifully and we're 
eounting on them to furnish 
the music. 


Peg and I are with the chil- 
dren a good deal of the time, 
and despite the fact that some 
days we would willingly part 
with them all for a nickel, we 
love them dearly. At times 
their responses completely 
amaze us. One afternoon we 
were shooing them out of the 
club room at closing time, and 
little Jeanie, aged six, beauti- 
ful, with dancing eyes ...a 
little sharpie as the kids say 

..Sang out tauntingly 
“Teachet can ’t catch us!” Our 
authority was definitely in 
question, so I asked her firmly 
“What did you say???” Jeanie 
reconsidered swiftly, lowered 
her eyes and murmured softly 
the sweeping statement, 
“Teachers can’t catch butter- 
flies.” It was certainly a mat- 
ter for debate, but I had been 
rendered speechless. Peg and 
I have often remarked to each | 
other how it hurts each time 
one realizes that the lambs 
aren’t always going to be care- 
free and happy as they are at | 
this tender age. Oh yes, we 
know well that suffering is| 
the let of all human beings 

.. but to have the additional 
burden of injustice and social 
and economic discrimination 
just because of the color of 


it hurts, it really does. . 
when you love the cherubs 


as we do. With this frame of 


| 





..| active participation 
.|sacred mysteries and in the 





temptation to spoil the chil- 
ren ... to be too easy... to 
require less of them than we 
should. But fortunately we 
recognize this weakness and 
constantly remind each other 
to be firm as well as kind with 
them. For most Negro chil- 
dren life will inevitably be 
hard, even for those few who 
will succeed in the material 
sense. 

Have you ever seen white 
people on subways or trolleys 
nearly fall over themselves 
making goo-goo eyes at a cute 
Negro baby? Well, that’s 
human and natural of course. 
But how many of these lovers 
of the-children have in prac- 
tice or even in a negative way 
hurt the father who is strug- 
gling, often against over- 
whelming odds, to provide a 
decent home and _ livelihood 
for his family?? The Negro 
child will suffer tomorow if 
we do not all join hands to 
work for justice for the race 
today. 

As we are preparing our 
hearts during the Advent 
season to receive the Infant 
Christ we can pray especially 
for a realization of the angels’ 
message of Peace on earth: 
good will towards men. I like 
the Knox translation which 
clarifies the good will by say- 
ing “Peace on earth to men 
who are God’s friends”... 
for who could dare presume 
friendship with God without 
first being a friend to ALL His 
children?? We could pray too 
that the Negro people will be 
strong enough in their Christ- 
life to practice charity 
towards us their white 
brothers, and with generous 
hearts to forgive the sins of 
our ignorance and even. those 
of our pride and of our greed. 
It’s a lot to ask, but nothing 
is too much to demand of the 
truly great-hearted Christian. 
On the birthday of Our Savior 
the whole Christian world 
pauses for a moment from its 
wrangling and warring and 
clamoring for -each othér’s 
goods to go down to Bethle- 
hem and gaze upon the new- 
born Babe... and for a short 
instant the Oneness of the 
Mystical Body of Christ is 
FELT by all Its members. 
COME... LET US GO TO 
BETHLEHEM!!!! 


Mary Houston 


Pius X and the Liturgy 


Animated as we are with | 
the most ardent desire to see} 
the true Christian spirit once | 


|again in every way reawake | ¢ 


and grow strong among all| 
the faithful, the first thing to 
which We must attend is the| 
holiness and dignity of the | 
temple in which Our people 
assemble for the one purpose 
of acquiring that spirit from 
its first and indispensable 
source, namely, their own 
in the 


solemn public prayer of the 
Church. 
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Peace Or— 


A few short weeks ago a 
group of us sat around in a 
tiny room in Greenwich Vil- 
lage and listened to a descrip- 
|tion of the desolation and 
utter hopelessness of a people 
upon whom the horror of war 
had descended overwhelm- 
ingly. The speaker had just 
returned from Europe and 
was drawing a very vivid pic- 
ture for us of the ugliness, 
and inadequacy that follows 
in the wake of hate and fear. 
He mentioned the complete 
moral breakdown, loss of vir- 
tue, resultant delinquency 
and lastly the futile strivings 
to reestablish some semblance 
of self respect. Futile in a 
world that knows little of God 


and much of fear and oppres- 
sion. 


I know that all of our hearts 
were deeply stirred and I am 
sure that there were many 
fervent prayers sent up that 
night for those helpless ones 
and for ourselves, that our 
nation might be spared the 
inevitable, chaos that comes 
from the blindness of the 
spirit. 













Thy Kingdom come... 





As the Jim Crow Flies 


BETTY SCHNEIDER 


Twelve percent of Chicago’s population is Negro. That 12% 
occupy. only 8°: of the available housing units. In addition, 


In our age the blindness of housing units included in the 8% are the thousands of dingy 
the spirit is symbolized con- one-room kitchenettes, as compared with three, four, six and 
cretely in the tiny fury of eight room apartments in “restricted” parts of the city. Just 
death and destruction Known | 2 few figures, but they concretely total the grim realities of 


as the atom bomb. Small in| °Vercrowding or absolute “homelessness,” 


size it nevertheless looms as a 
gigantic threat to the peace 


which we see from © 


day to day. 
” x * 


of the world. In it man has| Mrs. G., for example; was bombed and burned out of her 


captured and imprisoned 


all | newly purchased home on Trumbull Avenue in a white neigh- 


force which could have been | found a room for her family of four, and is still shunting from 


used as a great good has been | friend to friend. 


turned into a devastating 
fury. The nation which pos- 
sesses it is supposedly the 


M * * 


For two nights, Mrs. A. slept in an automobile, with a seven 
year old son, and an eight month old baby because a room 


master of al the Gnivéres | Gouin te ‘found in Chicago’s segregated teeming South 
That nation can hold all| Side. For two weeks, she camped nitely in a beauty parlor. 
others in check, can with a| There are thousands more e in similar straits. 


wave of the atom, so to speak, 
stop all rabble rousers and 
hate mongers. Or can it? Sup- 
posing we wipe out forever 


those nations or peoples|‘ ‘ 


whose ideology now. annoys 
us. Supposing we drop the 
little murder pills on Russia 
and her satellites. Will we 
kill hate? Will we destroy 
suffering, or will we only al- 
leviate it in some parts of the 
world for a time? 


Yet, two of Chitago’s most important governmental agencies 
are fighting for their life, because they have tried to hel 7 
the common good by working for better housing for A 
f Chicago’s citizens. Friendship House has sent the follow- 
ing letter to its Chicago friends, as a first step in its part of 
the fight. The letter is self-explanatory. 


FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 
4233 S. INDIANA 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Feast of St. Martin, November 11, 1947. 
FRIENDS IN CHRIST: 
Friendship House is making an urgent appeal to all persens 


Man has reached a point | interested in Christian Social Justice. Two agencies of the 
today where he sees a poten- government of the city of Chicago are under attack: 


tial enemy in every fellow 
creature. He has made his god 


1. The Chicago Housing Authority: its alleged sin: it has 
permitted Veterans’ families to move into available public 


“Power” and his heritage is housing, without distinguishing according to race. “Neigh- 
Fear.” Yet the murder weap- | horhood improvement” associations have organized against 
on is not the answer to all |this menace to property values. They are urging your City 


our problems. It will not bring | 
us peace—but more brutality. 
The world needs mercy now, 


'Council to change the personnel of the Chicago Housing 
Authority in order to weaken or destroy this policy. CALL, 
WRITE OR WIRE YOUR ALDERMAN OR CHAIRMAN, 


not brute force. Love not de- | ALDERMAN ROBERT MERRIAM, City Hall, Chicago (after 


struction. Christ, not the atom 
bomb. Dedication not dese- 
cration. 

The Mother of God showed 
us the road to peace at Fa- 
tima. She gave us the answer 
to all our questings for a bet- 
ter world. We must return to 
God through devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
She pleads with men that 
they may spare themselves 
rom, the ultimate horror of 
annihilation. Avert the third 
world war by loving her and 
through her, her Divine Son. 
How can a world that truly 
loves Mary even turn again to 
hate and force? How can 
hearts once deeply touched 
with her radiant graces ever 
grow cold to needs of others? 
Love her and all things will 
be added unto you. 


—M. Zimmermann 


November 20). “The Chicago Housing Authority is one step 
toward a Christian Community and MUST NOT BE WEAK- 
ENED. 

2. The - Mayor’s Commission on Human Relations: its 
alleged sin—it has supported the Chicago Housing Authority 
(see 1). For this reason your City Council is being urged to 
slash or abolish the Commission’s budget for 1948. CALL, 
WRITE OR WIRE YOUR ALDERMAN, OR ALDERMAN 
JOHN J. DUFFY, City Hall, Chicago IMMEDIATELY. “The 
Commission” is one more step TOWARD A CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY AND MUST NOT BE WEAKENED. 

The work of interracial justice could suffer a paralyzing set- 
back if the City Council fails to act favorably. As we know 
you are interested in praying and working for the CHRIS- 
TIAN SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION OF THE WORLD. Let 
us urge you to add your own efforts now. 

Sincerely in Christ, . 
FRIENDSHIP HOUSE STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS. 
Ann Harrigan, Director. 


The first hearing on the 
Mayor’s Commission was held 
quietly and hurriedly by the 

inance Committee. Not all of 
the organizations who had 
asked to testify were notified 


and strangely enough, only a 
small unsympathetic group of 
aldermen were present beside 
the committee itself. The 
budget cut from $58,000 to 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Harlem Reporter 


By M. C, K. 


No two days at Friendship House are alike, but they’re all 
full to the brim. Thursday, for instance. After Mass at St. 
Mark’s I walked over to the postoffice for the mail. 138th and 
139th streets looked very beautiful with Stanford White’s 
houses with their lovely iron balustrades leading to yellow 
brick facades. The houses are owned by professional people 
and the block is very clean and quiet. I passed the sign which 
still read, “Private Road—Walk Your Horses.” Above St. 
Nicholas Park at the end of the street stands the picturesque 
City College. ce eee ee 

After breakfast I opened the/bank and then to church. 
mail and wondered what has! Afterwards I went to see a 
happened to the hundreds of| neighbor who has offered us 
people who used to send us a/a very good bed, kitchen table, 
dollar. Maybe it’s the high| fireplace, and even a dog. We 
cost of living. A woman called | have an older woman in mind 
saying she was very glad/as new owner of the dog. She 
Cathglics were fighting pre)-| fears someone is going to kill 
udice in Greenwich Village/her. Her last dog, she feels, 
and offered her help. She’s not} was poisoned but this new 
a Christian though she was/one will give her a feeling of 
once a Roman Catholic. After/security and companionship. 
answering some of the letters/There are a lot of very lonely 
I walked down Lenox Avenue} people in New York. ‘ 
past Harlem Hospital to] Two Sisters of Mercy and 
Friendship House and found|two of their pupils arrived to 
Peggy and Juliana hard at)see FH which they had heard 
work. In came a man who said| about at the Summer School 
a package of books had been/ of Catholic Action. Little Ven- 
delivered to the Salvation] ice said, “Hello, sister,” very 
Army for us and he’d bring|charmingly and her two little 
them to us for $7.18. I said|friends imitated her. Jim 
we'd look them over to see if} Quinlin showed them around. 
they were our type of books.|It’s wonderful to have him 
So then he said there was a|/and Mary back in New York. 
new desk and typewriter. At|The sisters have some toys 
that I told ‘him I'd make out/ready for our children for 
a check so he gave me a name/Christmas. About this time 
and address to send it to and| we begin to wonder who will 
left. When I called the Salva- help us to keep up the glorious 
tion Army there was no such| tradition of a FH Christmas 
warehouse. Such an involved | with toys and baskets of food. 
way of getting money! But| Before supper we had our 
it’s less humiliating than beg-| monthly conference with Fa- 
ging. ther Dugan. There was a big 

It didn’t take long to make|crowd at supper as Belle had 
out receipts for the incoming|told them there would be a 
money and the deposit slip.|surprise. Matilda was worried 
Fr. Dugan, our moderator, and| about how secular her office 
another Harlem priest came 
and were persuaded to stay 
for lunch. Mary Fregeau 
Quinlin was here helping all 
day so she told us about her 
Benedictine oblate group. 

Harry, a very dapper and 
handy young man, has been 

helping in the clothing room. 
After seeing the needs of the 
men last week he brought 
some underwear and begged 
some very good clothing from 
his friends. He thinks —_ 
eople should know about 
ae he’s doing something of Our Lady. She gets her co- 
about it. oo to amen hog oe for 
, , So we have high hopes. 
—. mae yo © pon She remedied the sad condi- 
‘ tion of Madonna Flat in lack- 
Your Car and God’s ing a statue of St. Joseph by 
N d . bringing in a lovely one with 
ee the Child partly wrapped in 

The phone rings—a very |his mantle.- We finally got it 

kind voice says, “I have some | blessed after forgetting to ask 
clothing, books, a mattress,|a dozen priests who visited. 
three lamp shades, and a baby | Now he’s on guard over the 
stroller that I would like to| staff library. After Compline 
give Friendship House. Can | Belle announced that the sur- | 
you send some one after them | prise was washing the walls 
sometime this week? I must/of the clothing room, but the 
get them out of the way.” The | volunteers began to make ex- 
desk pad says: Woman needs | cuse. They had on their best 
baby stroller. Another item | clothes. Though we offered to} 
says: Family needs mattress. | let them take some of older 
When we can possibly man- | vintage from the clothing 
age it, we haul things on the | room they decided they would 
subway. But, if we had some |set a date for wall-washing in| 
kind friend who could volun-|December. Stan Vishnewski 
teer the service of their car,| offered his expert knowledge 
say one afternoon or evening | of such an activity and we're 
a week for pick-up service,| looking forward to it with 
we would have one of our|anticipation. He did a mag- 
major problems solved. We)|nificent job of exterminating 
are often caught with the ne-| our little brown brothers, the 
cessity to refuse much needed | cockroaches, in what Eddie 
items because of not having | Doherty has called the “cock- 
the service of a car. It would/roach merry-go-round,” Ma- 
be bad ethics to refuse the use | donna Flat. 

of a car in the service of| After supper I was sitting in 
pleasure. A greater service|the library all alone and a 
still would be in helping God’s|member of the Thrift Club 





“I will love holy poverty 


sent Christ on earth.” 
—Blessed Contardo 


is. She brought a statue of Our 
Lord in and the next week one 
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LEGIO 


Rev. Donleth Overman, C.P. 


“When he had gone into a 
house, and they were alone, 
the disciples asked him, Why 
was it that we could not cast 
it out? And he told them, 
There is no way of casting out 
such spirits as this except by 
prayer and fasting.” (Mark 
IX 27-28) 

Racial discrimination and 
prejudice is one of “such 
spirits.” We have had the 
prayer; now let us try fasting. 
The LEGIO JEJUNII (Legion 
of Fasting) is the voluntary 
association of those who feel 
that the solution to the racial 
issue is so involved that only 
the stringent means of fasting 
will avail. 


white people nurse against 
their dark skinned brethren is | 
the product of mis-informa- 
tion, poor logic, rash judg- 
ment, irregulated emotions 
and woeful lack of Christian 
charity. Against such im-| 
pacted human bias, only the) 
Holy Spirit can _ prevail. 
Humari reasoning is a poor 
solvent to “such spirits.” And 
the devil delights in division 
and hatred. Souls are lost be- | 
cause many even good people | 
harbor un-Christian senti- | 
ments against their fellow 


| 
j 





| join) must be observed. 





* 





JOY IN THE LITURGY 


The attitude of the Church 
was not always faithfully 


JEJUNI 


about a wide-spread accept- 


jance of these principles and) fected in the intellectual 


|their application,—that is the 
problem, and the objective of 


ne Sener aoe eee ly in the later medieval trend 

Who can belong? Anybody | (+ mysticism which was often 
who ~ able and willing to negative in character, a desire 
keep Saturday as & fast day. for renunciation almost as an 
There is, of course, no obliga- end in itself, a violent intro- 
| som under sin. The Saturday | snective process of catharsis, 
fast as an act of charity and a somewhat morbid insistence 
|in that spirit is to be kept vol- | on the details. of the Passion 
juntarily according to thelin its aspect of human suffer- 
usual rules of fast days. ing. The earlier ages of the 

Moreover, the usual rules|Chyrch were marked by a 
of prudence and community | different spirit. It was essen- 
|regulations (should Religious tially positive, turning out- 
wards to God and the fellow- 
How long is membership? | ship of the saints, concerned 
It is well to sign up for| with the positive flowering of 


istandpoint or theorisings of 


‘short periods. Since circum-/|love rather than with the 
The ill feeling which many | 
‘change, wisdom would dictate | viewing the Passion primarily 


stances of health, etc., may|negative uprooting of vice, 


that from one to six months/|in its aspect of triumph, of the 


is best. victory of redemption, rever-- 
LEGIO JEJUNII ‘ing the Cross as the “blessed 
tree,” ‘ 


I wish to join the LEGIO 


JEJUNII for......... months : a 
and I promise prudently to Adorned with royal purple, 


. | Viewing Christianity itself as 
keep Saturdays of this period | ,. 
as fast days for the intention light, as the break of welcome 


of atoning for sins committed dawn, the tok 
against inter-racial justice caligo terrae scinditur 
and charity and to cast out|of Prudentius’ Easter hymn; 
the spirit of ill-will that is|a much more cosmic, collective 
creating division in the Mysti-|idea of prayer, intensely per- 
cal Body of Christ. sonal but not individualistic, 


“Beauteous, shining 








members of the Mystical 
Body. ° 

The principles in inter-| 
racial justice and charity are | 
clear and simple. But to bring 


HOLY POVERTY 


and seek to practice it and 


lose without perturbation. 1 will dress poorly, and give 
away whatever I have that is superfluous ...1I will treat | 
the poor with affectionate respect, who so much repre- 


respect it in others. I will watch others gain and myself | 


Ferrini, renowed tertiary. 








thing was going on and I said, 
“No, but we’d like to have you 
read some of our magazines.” 
In walked a man who an- 
nounced in a slow soft Florida 
voice, “I’m just out of the 
jailhouse and I don’t have a| 
place to sleep. I haven’t eaten | 
since yesterday morning.” He 
sat down in our rocking chair 
and proceeded to tell us his 
dream of having a job, a room 
of his own, going straight. He’s 
an expert cook. So we gave 
him a meal ticket for the Eu- 
reka Restaurant across the! 
street and asked him to come | 
back after he had eaten. Then 
we called the Holy Name Shel- 
ter for Men and they said’ 
they’d find a room for him. We 
gave him a couple of addresses 
for jobs and advised him not 
to tell everyone right off that 





he was just out of the jail-|equip a Friendship House 
basketball team. They’re very 


house. But he said, “I’ve got 


Signed: theological, not sentimental. 


ea oe eT ee And the attitude of the Church 
NS ik iesc cobs ses wasere remains the same. Light is 
ene enge perhaps -the most frequent 


’ metaphor in the breviary, in 
Mother $ Club News the liturgical hymns, the’ 


On November 14th, nine Conditor alme siderum, the 
members of our Mother’s Club ' Lucis creator optime; it recurs 
made a pilgrimage to St. An- again and again throughout 


thony’s Church in Greenwich | the day, from the Iam lucis 
Village. After devotions, al] 0Tto sidere to the Te lucis ante 


visited our new branch Li-|terminum of Compline. It is 
brary, where Father McCaf-|the spirit expressed in the 
frey, SJ, gave a compelling |™arvellous blessing of the 
talk on helping our friends, | Paschal Candle: 

the poor souls in Purgatory. | “Rejoice, O earth, agleam with 
The evening ended with our such rays of glory; 

grac ious hostesses, Mary | The shining splendour of the 
Ryan, Sheila and Pat McGill, | eternal King 


serving delicious refresh-|Has swept away all darkness © 


ments. from the world;” 
No doubt it was the good it is the spirit of Boethius, 


‘talk they heard that inspired ‘whose influence on early 


some members to give one|mMedieval culture was so vast 


evening of their ever-busy |and had not lost its power in 
week to mending clothes|the time of St. Thomas: the 


/much needed in our Clothing | “lover of life and unafraid of 


Room. Mrs. Boone was the | death, but neither its shadow 
first to show up and Mrs. nor the light of the world to 


'Thilman, Mrs. Callender and|come has taken from the 


Julianne Delkus were not far | greenness of the grass”; it is 
behind. All pitched in with | the breaking of the bonds, the 


'a good heart and did a tre- | Scattering of the clouds, the 


mendous lot of work: a whole |spearpoint of light of the 
carton of mended things, be- | Resurrection, “for winter is 


'sides a box full of paired |now passed, the rain is over 


gloves. This generosity on/|and gone”; it is that note of 
the part of those whose days| joy, vivid and deep and in- 


_are already well filled is a real | vincible, which is the keynote 


inspiration to the rest of us.|of Christianity — the beauty 
Many thanks! of the world is seen not with 

=| the pessimism of the pagans, 
but with the optimism that 
comes of confidence in the 


a spot on me and everyone can enterprising. Some of the|g0odness and guidance of God. 


see it. I want to be honest.” | volunteers prepared hot choc- 
Gussie and the Thrift Club|olate and cake and everyone 
member chipped in for his| enjoyed it. Sheila played us 
subway fare. We’re praying|some beautiful Welsh and 


—On Being Human by Ger- 
ald Vann, O.P.. Published 
by Sheed and Ward, 1934. 
At present out of print, 











|some of her children, especial- 


that he won’t wish himself |early American songs, marvel- 
back in jail after a week in| ling at how Catholic some hill- 
modern New York. billy music was. I didn’t in- 

In back of the library Lee|tentionally deceive the Thrift 
was typing for FH News and|}Club member when I said 


but will be reissued soon. 





We need inspiration! Could 
you send us some by sending 
us the following books?— 


Gussie was typing a letter./nothing was going on but I| SAINTS THAT MOVED THE 
Five young men from the|should have known something |WORLD by Rene Fulop Mil- 
would go on at FH. It always|ler; LIFE OF CHRIST by Ric- 


neighborhood came in to dis- 


needy. walked in. She asked if any-|cuss with Belle how they could’ does. 
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Village Views 
The Blessed Martin Cente 


EVICTION 


r 


on Thompson Street is begin- | Dear Friends, 


ning to take on a look of real 
Two more 
been 


purposefulness, 
book shelves have 
moved in. They’re empty a 
yet. 
Will accept any good Cath 
olic books, old or new, adul 
or juvenile. A group of pic 
tures, of some of the promi 
nent Negro leaders, is hang 


ing on the walls, along with 
the Madonna and our Holy 
Father. A crucifix hangs on 
the back wall. Not a work of 
art, but the real crucified God-|and go live in rooms. 
anyone cares to look 
closely enough. There’s atmos- 
phere to the place. An atmos- 
phere that is a bit different 
from the usual Village hang- 
And the passers-by on 
read _ the 


man, if 


outs. 
the street, stop, 
signs, gaze at Blessed Martin 


and go on. We often wonder 
what thoughts or emotions 
have come to the surface of 
There is a 
yearning in all men to hear 
the Word. But it must be 
these days. 
The clamor of the worldly 


their minds. 


shouted aloud 


prince is deafening. 


The story hour is gaining 
in popularity. The Lad of 
Lima is on the request list. 
children have 
much in common, they accept 
for 

It| found out that if I took out 


Saints and 
God’s natural designs 
what He intended them. 
isn’t difficult for children to 


appreciate a Negro who was 


one of God’s chosen. It is sort 
of instinctive with children to 
believe that God . wouldn’t 
consult them anyway about 
His plans. 

We had an _ interesting 
evening with Mr. Ashley 
Totten of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters. It was 
encouraging to hear of the 
work that his organization 
has accomplished of rescuing 
the porters from the servile, 
underpaid, “George,” to the 
dignity of an employee who is 
worthy of his hire. They 
have much yet to fight for, 
but with such competent 
leadership there is no doubt 
that the Negro porter has a 
better prospect of a living 
wage; a better prospect of 
saving his soul. 

Last week Father Phillip 
Land took us through some of 
the underbrush of the work 
the Jesuits are doing in try- 
ing to clear a path for Cath- 
olic action in our wilderness 
of secularism. If the Augean 
stables looked over-sized to 
Hercules, or whomever it was 
that did the shovelling, he 
should have been present to 
compare notes with Father 
Land. One thing they, no 
doubt, would have had. in 
common—the urge to get the 
job done. 

Marigold Hunt, author and 
advertising manager for 
Sheed and Ward Publishing 
Company, entertained us 
(and entertained is the hy- 
berbole we mean) _ this 
Wednesday evening with a 


gossipy repertoire of the 
human equations prevalent 
among authors. Some like 


cats. And some like cats even 
more so. And they all believe 
that their publisher is an ogre 
—or god—they’re not sure 

which. Miss Hunt gave us 


* 
sig 


But we’re not choosy. 


Ss 


t | Digest” about it. 


-| I wish to ask your advice on 
-|a problem. Recently friends of 
were 
evicted from their home be- 
cause it was sold. As they 


-|mine living in H..... 


couldn’t find a place to rent 


with her in one part of town 


parents and I have one girl 
,|15, staying with me. 


Public High School 


i ive in. M..... 


a month tuition they would 
accept her in Public High 


with the Civic Committee and 
an affidavit of guardianship, 
tuition. T asked why tuition in 


public school (was necessary) 
and they told me it was to 


keep Jewish children out of 


school. Did you ever hear of 
|anything like this? It is very 
disillusioning the lack of kind- 


some tantalizing hints of the 
delightful illustrated  chil- 
dren’s books now ready for 
the Christmas stockings. We’d 
like to ‘read them all. We 
heard a first hand report of 
how the S and W London 
office was blitzed to dust one 
night. “And a blessing,” Miss 
Hunt declared, “because the 
street was awfully old and 
shoddy.” 

A very alert and pleasant 
young woman dropped in to 
assert her opinion of us. She 
declared herself to be strictly 
anti-Catholic, but she was 
forced to come in and say 
that our inter-racial center in 
this neighborhood was the 
healthiest thing she had yet 
seen. In her experience she 
had found Catholics to be as 
prejudiced about skin color 
as anyone else. 

We’re going to regret very 
much that all of our readers 
will not be in town during 
December because we like to 
share good things with all. 
And a very special event will 
|take place down here at the 
| Village center when Miss 
'Carol Jackson, one of the 
editors of Integrity magazine, 
will put the man-hole cover 
on Freud and purify some of 
that bad smell which our 
psychological nostrils have 
been inhaling. At six o’clock 
'on Friday ‘evenings. And 
come in just as you are from 
office or classroom—hungry. 





Received your letter, and 
am always glad to hear from 
you and find out that Friend- 
ship House is getting better 
known every day. I just read 
-|a little article in the “Catholic 


the family had to break up 
The 
mother has two girls in a room 


The father has one child with 
him in a room in another part 
of town. The two youngest are 
on a farm with the grand- 


Now 
when I went to send her to 
they 
wouldn’t accept her because 
they said she is a non-resident. 
County, too. 
She is the same child I had 
with me when I visited 
Friendship House. They are 
non-Catholics so I couldn’t 
send her to Catholic school. 
Later they said if I paid $26.00 


I can send her without paying 


ness there is today for chil- 
dren. No one in H... made 
an effort to help this family 
when their house was sold so 
that a bride-to-be could have 
it. Here are six children, their 
father paid rent steadily for 
over 12 years, being deprived 
of a home. It certainly is a 
shocking condition. I think 
the authorities should give 
priorities to large families, 
don’t you? 

Will you please offer up 
some prayers that they may 
find a house soon. The father 
is very despondent, and tried 
to commit suicide once, but by 
the grace of God my husband 
prevented him. But my heart 
aches for them. After reading 
the newspapers of so many 
suicides I have been saying 
three Hail Mary’s every night 
that those tempted may be 
saved. It seems that God has 
answered my prayers in a 
very striking manner. Altho 
we are poor in material things, 
God has been very good to us 
in answering our prayers. I 
am enclosing a small offering. 
Hoping you received the pack- 
age. I will close with best 
wishes to all. 

Sincerely, 


BORD. 0 sees eesawe ee 


, 


School. I took the matter up 


rejoice with us that Monica 
Durkin, director here at St. 
Joseph’s in Marathon, has re- 
covered fully from a recent 
relapse following a summer- 
time operation and is current- 
ly enjoying a visit with rela- 
tives in Ohio before return- 
ing to active F. H. service. 
Mail sent here to the farm 
for her will be forwarded. 
(While on the topic of mail 
forwarding, those interested 
can correspond with Mr. and 
Mrs. James Quinlin at 28 West 
97th Street, New York 25, 
New York.) 

With you all at Thanksgiv- 
ing we gave thanks to God, 
and do daily, for all His un- 








countable blessings in the 
spiritual, physical and ma- 
terial order. Each day at 


Mass and Communion, in our 


ary we remember especially 


May God bless you all 
every possible way, always. 


vember two farm staff work- 
ers, Lorraine Schneider and 
LaVerne Lissy, because of the 
heavy demand for more work- 
ers in Chicago, left us for FH 
work there. Before departing, 
Lorraine added to the shelves 
of foods previously canned 
during the summer a goodly 
quantity of apricot jelly, ap- 
plesauce, apple jelly, plum 





Alma Redemptoris Mater 


Holy Mother of our 
Leading to heaven an 


Redeemer, thou gate 
d star of the sea: 


Help the fallen people who seek to rise, 


Thou who, all nature 


wondering, 


Didst give birth to thy holy Creator, 


Virgin always, hearing that greeting 


From Gabriel’s lips, 
Take pity on sinners. 


Around the Chicago House 


Hymn from Compline 


By MARY CLINCH 
You have to provide Staff; (Our beloved founder always 


When Friendship House, 
Chicago, took inventory this 
fall it found itself minus 3 
valuable staff workers whom 
God had called to new voca- 
tions. Kenneth Fick is a 
Trappist, Blanche Scholes 
and Mary Fregeau were mar- 
ried. 

Five years ago Ann opened 
the Chicago branch of Friend- 
ship House in a slum store 
front under the “el” tracks. 
| Five years, often onthe edge 
of destitution, facing hos- 
tility, from the lily-whites, 
against FH and against her- 
self, keeping up an unremit- 
ting fight against injustice to 
Christ in the Negro, had ex- 
acted their toll. Ann had to 


Without Ann and with only 
'4 staff workers, even though 
each one was doing double 
\duty, FH, would soon be 
|snowed under. We could not 
do the work of ten. So 
Betty, Geni, Teevy and Mary 
did what FH’ers do when we 
are at. the bottom of the 
financial barrel, being evicted 
or in any of.our many crises. 





Hungry in spirit and hungry| We turned to the Lord and 
in body. We will have food|said: “This is Your work and 


for both. 


* 
s 
é 





leave for a long overdue rest 


if You want it to continue 






Dunn 


Workers. Please!” 

After that, a Hail Mary a 
day brought us: 

Helen Coolen, who has 
three years as a volunteer in 
the New York House behind 
her. 

Paul Fant, a manager of | 
and Bradstreet for 
many years. 

La Verne Lissy, a former 
physical therapist with the! 
U. S. Army. 

Alice Newman from down | 
state Illinois and Jean Lang | 
from St. Cloud, Minn. are 
trying the FH way of life for 
several months as visiting 
volunteers. 

Surely it is the will of God | 
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FACTS 


Our F. H. farm friends can | buttér, plum jelly, pickle rel- 


ish, grape jam and _ jelly, 
pickles and meatless mince 
meat (which she claims is just 
for Fridays), and an original 
recipe—grand on _ flapjacks 
and waffles — apple honey 
(not the same as in Old 
Golds). These luscious pre- 
| served foods will delight the 
members of the 1948 Summer 
School of Catholic Interracial 
Techniques. 

Before the winter snows ar- 
rived (snow has piled upon 
snow here since the middle of 
November and it has been de- 
lightfully, steadily and health- 
ily cold!), our two hardy out- 
door staffers, Lorraine and 
| LaVerne, aired, cleaned and 
stored away all the bedding 
|used during the past summer 
school; turned over the gar- 
den and cleared it for the 





recitation of the office, in our |Coming spring; wire-screened 
perpetual Novena to St. Jo-|the young fruit trees in the 
seph and in our Family Ros-| Orchard as.protection against 


hungry winter rodents, and 


you our benefactors and ai] | Planted a dozen donated rasp- 
of your intentions and de-| berry bushes. 


parted relatives and friends.|the man of the staff put the 
in|last of the thirty-two storm 


© sooner had 


windows and four storm doors 


Before the middle of. No-| i? place, and put the last log 


on the cellar-stored fuel pile, 
than the howling, angry, 
snow-laden north winds blast- 
ed vengefully down upon our 
snug little farm home. 

A more welcome visitor, 
who also storms down upon 
the farm and just about tears 
it apart, is jovial Joe Schnei- 
der (no relation to Joe 
Schneider, father of Betty, 
currently director at Chi- 
cago), generous father of Lor- 
raine. On his last visit he 
ripped out the old, water- 
logged kitchen sink surfacing 
and expertly installed an eye- 
pleasing, metal-linoleum, wa- 
terproof sink border and side 
shelving. Like Cele McNich- 
olas, our leading FH booster 
in Racine, who always brings 
welcome foodstuffs when she 
visits, Joe and Mrs. Schneider 
never fail to bring along some 
eggs and other victuals from 


~ | their farm, the latter always 


giving our cook the day off 
while she takes over with her 
unparalleled country - style 
cooking and baking. M-m-m! 


(Continued on page 6) 


WE HEAR FROM ITALY 
Dear Miss Mabel, 


Allow me to expose to you 
a very pitiful case, confiding 
in your generosity. 

A girl of good family ’till 
now has lived with the old 
grandmother and father. But 
now the father, dejected, 
being unemployed, left the 
two women in squalid misery 
and he went to a far city. 

I help them, giving food, 
but I cannot do another thing. 
The winter approaches and 
they are without dresses and 
without money to buy them. 


. ‘ 7 - Ee * * 
Sty ae eee Se alc a 
























































































that Friendship House con-|I know the great generosity 

tinue its work for Him. He|of many American women 

has given us a building, a|and since I have had casually 

staff and the desire to serve| your address I write to you, 

Him. But FH still needs|sure that you will welcome 

many more staff workers. | this, my petition, with benev- 

Anyone wishing to dedicate | olence for helping me to do a 

himself to the work of inter-| little, and may God recem- - 
racial justice in the lay | pense us. 

apostelate, Friendship House | If you cannot -personally 

style, should write: Friend-| help me, I should want you to 
ship House, 34 W. 135th St.,| recommend the girl to other 



















N. Y. or 4233 S. Indiana, | women. 

Chicago 15, Ill. Applicants}; Thanking you, 

should be between 21 and 35 Yours very truly, 
years of age, have good Ganguzza Tole, 
health and earnestly desire to Via Oreto N 26F 
work for God. 


Palermo, Italy. a 













FARM FACTS 


(Continued from page 5)° | winds, icy roads and snow 
rightly insists that every vis- | notwithstanding. To karunch- 
itor who crosses our thresh-|krunch along roads of hard-| 
olds is sent by the Holy Ghost packed snow, to have fine glis- | 
Himself; the Holy Ghost sure- | tening particles of wind-borne | 
ly can pick the right visitors, | drift spank one flush in the| 
and exactly at the right| face, while ermine-clad road- 
times!) From the Schneiders side pines and spruce and firs 
we obtained our newest staff bend in sympathetic greeting, 
member, a fast-growing, grey, gleeful snow clouds tumble 
tiger-striped tom, whose sole | along happily in the sky, and 
raison d'etre is to keep field| village youngsters in joyous 
mice from hibernating im our|chorus toboggan and ski 
buildings. We call him Spikey.|swiftly down safe country 

Spikey earns his keep. Since | hills—than this winter joy 
his arrival, not a mouse has|there is hardly a more satis- 
stirred (setting the right at-| 1yme. ae ae 

. : | ess sual, | 
wen Chri). - Seana | breath-taking spectacle of one 
entertainer, when not en- | MOrnIng two weeks mech, | 
gaged in a frenzied whirl for | when a typical rosy dawn pre-| 
his ever-elusive tait, he scram- | cluded a most glorious, rain-| 
bow-cireled sunrise (prob-| 

|ably caused by sunlight re-| 


bles madly after a little puff- 
ball purposely rolled his way, | tracted’ tay wins blown. andw- 
drift particles). 


tumbles over it, picks it up) 
with his front paws while : 
balanced upright on his hind) The farm’s first group of lo- 


¥egs like a squirret or kanga-|cal volunteer workers visited | joms’ Many people judge the|ing because 


roo boxer, and paws it a coun-| Lorraine and LaVerne for a) 
try mile away. When not| weekend and helped address, | 
promptly fed he leaps impa-| insert and stamp 1,600 letters | 
tiently to one’s shoulder, and | to our FH friends. The Farm) 
into one’s ear meeows most! Vols are: Minnie Houterman 
beseechingly. Experience,and Germaine Kilsdank of 
proves there’s but one way to | Kimberly, Gerry De Bruin of 
meet the situation—to give in.| Kaukauna, Florence Ryan and 
And as close to grace after Catherine Sonnetag of Wau- 
meals as cats can approach is sau, and Ruth van Handel, 
Spikey’s purrrrrr of gratitude.| who worked on the mimeo- 
His recent playful attacks | graphing of the letters, but| 
upon a window flower vase in| was unable to visit the farm) 
our library will probably not | With the others. 
be repeated. The vase finally, Our Lecture Bureau con- 
resented being nosed andj|tinues filling engagements 
pawed around the sill and | around Wisconsin on the sub- 
gave Spikey his first and—we | jects of Friendship House, In- | 
bet—last shower bath. Never | terracial Justice, and allied 
did cat from attack so blur- | topics. 





| people shouldn't treat them $0} ,a06 ruled? Would you want 





Catholic Women and 


(Continued from page 1) that actions speak louder than 


the South because of the high | words.” 
poll tax which was inaugu- “If you can convince them | 


: oO i d as | 
* him |that the Negro ts as goo 
rated especially to keep mt ony other man-gee can say | 
from voting. 


Many people | you have made a_ satisfac- | 
say, ‘Keep the Negro im his tory speech. 


Negroes are our | 
p'ace.’ Can the place of any! brothers and we must tove 
human being be that of eco- and treat them as ourselves.” 
nomic and social.inferiority?”| “Just because Negroes have | 

i ¢ ski 7 t | 

«“ } |dark skin doesn’t mean tha 
Tn Se ae thet | 26 can’t sit beside them on 

to prove to these women that) the streetcar or bus, or that 
most of them are really race-| we mustn't ask pardon when | 
prejudiced and they don’t be-| we happen to bump into them | 
lieve they are at all. They say [on the street. How would you | 


: feel if the white people were | 
that Negroes are fine and that the minority and the Negro 








unfairly. Yet they do not) someone to call you a filthy, 
think it is their duty to cor-|ywneducated white. and mock | 
rect these mistakes. Gen-|you. What would you do if 
erally, they let someone else| you weren’t able to get a 
do it.” decent job, and had to see 

“When we are discussing| your family ill fed and 
our fellow human beings, we|clothed? Would you went) 
shou'd not call them ‘prob-| your child to come home cry- | 


- 


the Negro 


the prejudices of children to- 
day. Many thousand girls 
start out with the right atti- 
tude but cause such an upset 
in the home by voicing thetr 
opinions that it is easier to 
just let it go. If parents would 
cease to force their opinions 
and prejudices on children, 

believe we could have 
peace and live together har- 
moniously.” 


“The mothers in a commu- 
nity can influence a lot of 
people. I think you could 
very easily start a spirit or a 
will in that town to break 
down all prejudice. If some- 
one had the courage and im- 
telligence to start such a 
movement, all Catholics would 
follow up merely because of 
the gift of faith.” 

“I don’t believe most people 
have a prejudice against Ne- 
groes. I think they just don’t 
know any. You might sug- 


whole Negro race by the ac- 
tions of one Negro. This is 
not fair. If one white person 
did something wrong, they 


: someone had | gest t6 these women that they 
|chased him and called him go out of their way to meet 
| names? How would you feel some Negroes and talk with 
if you were made to move be- them. If some of these women 
‘cause nobody wanted to live have clubs they might have 


would not judge all white|near you, because you were | 
people by that action.” white?” 

Now let us turn to what} “4 person who will not| 
the girls say you ought to|tolerate Negroes shows him- 
think: self to lack education or at | 

“The women of today fail to | least education from a Chris- | 
recognize Christ in their fel-|tian viewpoint. The Negro 
lowman. They fail to realize; race is a minority group. If 
that God created all men|one minority group disecrim- | 
equal and that Christ re-|inates against another, cer- 





| 
} 


deemed all men, not only the | tainly they cannot expect 
white race. toleration themselves. Asso- 
“If these women say they|ciation with the average 


are really Catholics they must | Negro shows him to be as in- 
not be prejudiced, for a true|telligent, religious, honest, 


fast scat away. The other | 
night, chasing some fantastic | 
creature in the cellar, our lit- | 
tle tiger scrambled atop the 
coal pile. The succeeding 


Last month, Lorraine | 
addressed the St. Ann’s Chap- | 
ter of the NCCW in Athens; 
Dave James, the Wausau 
YWCA, having made a special 
trip from Chicago for his ap- 


Catholic loves his neighbor. If 
our boys could fight and die 
side by side with Negroes, 
why can’t the parents of these 
boys learn to be more toler- 


homeloving, and funloving as 
his white neighbor. Admit- 
tedly, there are Negroes who 
are dishonest and who lack 
responsibility as citizens. In 
some cases this may be be- 


landslide thunderously hurled, Pearance, and Joe Perry, the|ant? A boy I talked to said 


him to its base and rolled him | Wisconsin Rapids Court of the 
sprawling to safety. Indignant Catholic Daughters. Father | 
and wide-eyed, his stiff-| Weller of Dorchester has a 
haired back hunched high, | study club visit to the farm | 
Spike pfffffted angrily, then | "ranged for this month, at} 
stalked after the less formid-|Which Joe will speak about 
able-looking woodpile. Spik-| FH, its history and its work. 
ey’s next lesson is to learn to| Refreshments and square 
help the director reply to al} dancing will follow. 
the daily correspondence. | Since wherever our lectur- 
It’s good that Spikey and | @'S appear, our friends always | 
we ike the Wiecohsin sows | desire to know how they can! 
there having been eight light D¢!P the farm here, there fol- 
N,,. | lows a list of items which, if} 


as anes = ee ve _any of our readers and friends | 


the villagers claim we're in|®"¢ able and charitably dis- | 
for one of the heaviest win- posed to send us, we will be | 
ters in decades. And cold! |™0st grateful to receive as| 
Zero weather is just normal Christmas contributions: ~ 
out here. We don’t Crosby |‘YPewriter (our old Wood- 
“I'm Dreaming of a White | Stock is ready for the grave) ; | 
Christmas” in Marathon—our |™€@t _ 8rinder (small, hand} 
snow is all packed and wait-| model) ; garden spade; any | 
ing. Even old Christopher, kind 7 wait = cob: eee 
our venerable auto antique - enn salle oer c a 
(for them who just came in ears —— Fe 7 “aie 
on this issue), rather likes the | — ec); muscetansous ouee 
Wisconsin winter. He should. | supplies (ink, typing :erasers, 
Carries seven quarts af aleo-| Carver eee oe a 
hol in his system. He still ply See a alt Rateaee 
amazes the villagers every | ee ae oer a 


time he burps his miraculous | any type; library books, either 


| religious, fiction, or non-fic- 
way along. The few times we) = . , cee gees . 
tise him. that ie. | tion; subscriptions to leading 


|Catholic magazines; a small 








that if you gave them a chance | cause they have been denied 
they would become real bud- | the privileges of a citizen and 
dies and do anything for you.” | it is hardly fair to expect them 

“When we wrong the Negro | be able to feel self-reliance 


or do anything which suggests |@"d nobility.’ 
that he is inferior, we are also 
doing it to Christ. Many/olics are not interested in 
people say they believe that | mimority problems. We Cath- 
the Negro is equal to the|olics know that this is ‘not 
white, but they do not act the | true but we have to show by 
part. Once on the street-car | our example that we are sin- 
an old Negro lady came and | cere in saying that we are in- 
stood in front of me. I gave|terested. Those _ intelligent 
her my seat. I could feel the | Negroes who are working as 
eyes of everyone upon me. I | cleaning people when they 
don’t know -what they were|are really scholars should be 
thinking, but if they had been | pitied. By influencing your 
acting as they should, they husbands, especially those 
would not have noticed or|who have authority to em- 
they would not have shown! ploy, you can demonstrate 
that they noticed. I think you | that there are many Negroes 
should remind these women|who would make fine execu- 


7 | tives regardless of the color 
Second Christmas Mass: |°f their skin. By imagining 
“May our gifts, we beseech | yourself a Negro, try to real- 
Thee, O Lord, be agreeable to/|*ze just what he has to go 
the mysteries of this day’s Na- through. Picture yourself at 
tivity, and ever pour down/@" employment department, 
upon us peace: that, even as|@pplying for a position. When 
He Who was born Man shone| You first came in, you had 
forth also as God, so these|/oped to be a clerk or window 
earthly fruits may bestow decorator or to get some other 
upon us that ‘which is divine. | dignified position because you 
Through the same Lord.” knew that you had the abil- 





discussions on Negroes, read 
newspapers and magazines 
edited by Negroes, have in- 
terracial tea, or have Negro 
guest speakers. Some action 
must be taken to meet Ne- 
groes. Discussions aren’t 
enough. These women must 
first show their desire to meet 
Negroes and then Negroes 
will respond cordially.” 


A number of girls antici- 
pated that in the question pe- 
riod I would be asked if I 
should like to have my sister 
marry a Negro. I am sup- 
posed to look at the ques- 
tioner for a long moment and 
then say, “You are a Catholic 
woman. You know the an- 
swer.” It was likewise antici- 
pated that there would be 
questions about the various 
legends which are attached to 
our traditional prejudices and 
I was told to “straighten you 


“It has been said that Cath-| out.” Finally, the injunctions 


to me were summed up by 
one student: 


“I think you should pro- 
| mote an interest in interracial 
|affairs. Don’t say things that 
have been repeated over and 
over. People don’t listen to 
| that sort of thing. Do bring in 
|some of the interesting Ne- 
groes you have met and their 
accomplishments. I think it 
would be nice if you could 
have Mother Barbara (of the 
Oblate Sistetrs of Providence 
lin St. Paul) there with you. 
|A Negro nun would be much 
| more interesting to hear from 
because she knows just how 
a@ Negro feels, how he is 
|treated, and what the best 
| remedy to the situation would 
be. A person cannot truly 
| speak about a thing success- 
| fully unless he has had actual 
|experience with it—unless he 
|has suffered humiliation and 
scorn from the hands of those 


|who are supposedly above 








May our Divine Infant King 


For it’s our custom to foot ,; aph multigranph | 
it down to the village chureh, | machine. Pn ee Seam rel 
postoffice and stores—cutting Jesus Christ we will humbly 

and gratefully accept your of- | 


DAY OF RECOLLECTION | ferings, and we know Christ | 


will reward your generosity 
Rev. Thomas Harte./and help us use’ wisely and| 
C.Ss.R. of Catloic Univer-| well in His cause whatever | 
sity, will give a Day of Recol-| you can send us. 
lection for FH staff workers, To all our readers and bene-| 
and friends, Sunday, Decem-| factors we promise remem- 
ber 14, from 8:30 A.M. to 4) brance of you and all your in- | 
P.M. at St. Walburga’s, 140th|tentions in our Christmas 
Street and Riverside Drive.| Masses and Communions, and | 
Those interested should make; with you especially we join 
reservations early. in praying the Secret of the 
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be everywhere triumphantly 
enthroned in the hearts and 


jity. But on talking to the per- | him.” 
sonnel manager, you are dis- |‘ 
appointed when you hear him|— 











souls of all men, that we, His|S4y something to the effect 
subjects, may live with all|that perhaps you would like 
others in true peace as His washing dishes or cleaning of- 
brothers and equal members | /ices or the like. After trying 
of His Mystical Body. Then | many places you get the same 
only will there be “. . . on result and begin to wonder if 


earth peace to men of good there is any real reason for 
will.” your existence.” . 

From the Snowbound Farm; Some of the girls seem to 
Staff, a most gloriously Joy-|stress what you ought to do 
ous Christmas and a wholly|rather than what you ought t 
Blessed New Year to All! think: 

—Joe Perry, Acting Director.! “Parents are to blame for 





renner errno ii re 


{ 


Te heal some of the 
many wounds of life it is 
needful to have the good 
Samaritan’s equipment of 
the oil, the wine, and the 
two pennies. 


—Maurice Leahy in 
“Flower of Her Kin- 
dred” (Life of Nano 
Nagle who founded 
Presentation Sisters 
in Ireland in Penal 
times). 1 
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NOTES ON THE 
LITURGY 


(Continued from page 1) 


redeem us. Therefore every 
action of His life—from His 
miraculous conception in 
Mary’s body to His Ascension 
was concerned with our re- 
demption. The climax was 
His death on the cross, at the! 
moment of which His Mystical | 
Body came into being. Now 
the Mass is the continuation 
into the present, of our re- 
demption; therefore it makes 
present our Lord’s whole life, 
with His death as the central 
act and all the mysteries of 
His life grouped about it. 


The Mass is the continua- 
tion intime—not the “repeti- 
tion,” or “re-presentation,” or 
“memorial” of something that 
happened in the past, but the 
real making present of the 
whole mystery of our redemp- 
tion; and just so the celebra- 
tion of feasts of our Lord in 
the great liturgical cycle of 
the Church is a real making 
present of the mysteries 
which those feasts mark. Let 
us see how that applies in the 
Advent and Christmas 
liturgies. as 

In the Masses and Offices 
throughout the season of 
Advent we find stress on the 
- Prophets and on the just men 
of the Old Testament. The 
Liturgy shows them to us re- 
ceiving promises of Christ’s 
coming, fortelling His works 
and teachings and His re- 
demption of His brethern,. We 
see the prophets, especially 
Isaias and John the Baptist, 
calling upon the people to re- 
pent of their sins, turn from 
their wicked ways, and do 
penance. Again and again the 
words of John are quoted in 
the various parts of the 
Liturgy for this season. John 
is, in fact, the very spirit of 
Advent in the flesh. 

Now the Christian does not | 
merely contemplate these) 
things; read them in missal 
and breviary, marvel at them, | 
consider ‘them a bit of his- 
torical data and be done with 
it. Knowing that the Church, 
who is Christ continued on 
earth, presents these things 
for more than our intellectual 
grasping, he sees Advent as 
something of a temporary way 
of life for himself. Meditat- 
ing of the prophecies, accept- 
ing their teachings and apply- 
ing them to his own age and 
to his own life, he yearns for 
the coming of the Saviour— 
that Christ on “His great natal 
day” will come with rich 
blessings of divine grace to 
His Mystical Body and each 
member thereof. The faithful 
now, like the pre-Christian 
faithful, are urged over and 
over in the Liturgy to “make 
straight the way of the Lord.” 
Redeemed by Christ, but not 
yet finished with the battle he 
personally must wage to get 
to heaven, each one of us must 
live again the ages before 
Christ appeared. We must 
“straighten” our own ways, by 
penance and fasting making 
ourselves strong and hearty 
in the supernatural life, re- 
newing ourselves by putting 
to death the “old man” in us. 

The Prophets adandoned 
their natural careers to go 
forth preaching God’s word; 
St. John the Baptist retired 
from the ordinary courses of 
life to be a precursor to the 
Lord; our Lady focussed her 
entire life and all her powers 
'& on bringing the Lord into the 





lpm 


‘in the whole Mystical Body | lauded on Good Friday knew | a 


world and giving Him to man-| beautiful and dignified and 
kind. Her journey into the/tender, not greedy, selfcen- 
“hill country,” bringing the|tered and sickly-sweet like 
newly conceived God-Man to| some he had read other places. | 
her cousin, is symbolic of} Holy Week stopped being a. 
this. So too our Christian’s|/time of penitentially long | 
penance and fasting are not| Masses and complicated mys- | 
solitary, individualistic mat-|terious affairs. He knew what, 
ters, but intensely social, hav-| was being said. His. amaze-| 
ing repercussions and effects|ment at hearing the cross | 


7 FF 








in which we are all one. no bounds. “Sweet thy wood, | ¥ 
Now the Christ who comes/|thy nails still sweeter” was| 
to the world again each year | certainly a supernatural way | 
at Christmas, and likewise | to look at it. The joy of Holy | 
daily in the Mass, is the Risen | Saturday was so obvious that | 
Christ, the Christ of Easter,|even he couldn’t miss it, but) 
for the Resurrection is the| the blessing of the fize was a 
central feast of all our cel-| revelation of the beauty and 
brating, now that the physical | significance the Church has 
life of our Lord on earth has| given material things. A can- 
ended with His Ascension and | dle and a flame never seemed IS All RACE 
His real life now is the life|}the same again. Water was 
of glory in heaven. And so,|transformed also and _ the 


instead of seeing only the In-| many times that God used it OF 


fant Christ at Christmas, one | were recalled. Where had this | 
AND OF THEIRUTH 


sees also the Lord of Glory | book been all his life? 


coming to His Kingdom with| When the bookworm came 


love and blessings. And this|t¢ FH he heard Compline |, . ; 
reminds us (and the Gospel | after supper, the lovely night | eing hailed by President 


of the First Sunday of Advent prayer of the church promis- | Truman and thinking citizens 





} 


sees to it that we don’t over-| ing the protection of the Lord | throughout the country as a 
look it) of His coming at the| and praising Him. Each seqg- Plueprint for community ac- 
end of the world to take His|son there was a_ different | U0: 

Kingdom to Himself. So it is | lovely hymn to Our Lady. The 
for that coming also that the | little booklets from College-|_. 
Christian prepares himself | yille. Minn. were quite easy picture can be seen in the 
during Advent and which he|to follow. Then we started ‘TY of a young colored medi- 
celebrates in anticipation at| saying Prime at a Friendship | ©! technician hired by a 
Christmas. House retreat. What a way to {Cathottc Menpitel dns Cottage 


Does this seem complicated | begin a day! “Open, O Lord, |<. 4 
and confusing? Or can we not |my mouth unto praise of Thy | School Soe: Laaeenay See 


* * te 





rather see it as a many-leveled | holy name.” “May the glori- | 
experience, in which the past|ous beauty of the Lord our | 
(Christ the Baby at Bethle-|God be upon us and direct’; . 

hem) and the future (the| Thou the work of our hands.” Dat tae. angler ne! 
King of Glory at the end of Life takes on a new dimen- | day of work, she was asked to 
the world) are made present | sion with the liturgy, right UP | resign, quite openly on the 
= this one feast when _We}to heaven, and 4 new desire | basis of resentment of other 
lovingly rejoice that God lives | comes, to own a breviary in workers. Pleading for a 
among us and comes to us| English. F. H. remembers St.| chance to prove herself, she 


was employed, sight unseen. 
with all qualifications stated, 





again in His Mystical Body |to own a breviary or they'd | jater, it was suggested that a 
the mysteries of His own ; 


physical life with men. 
Mystically, to the Christian 

who has prepared himself by 

living the season of Advent, 


bring me my breviary.” So we | outside the hospital—though 
turn to St. Benedict and hope there was no apparent dif- 
he’ll provide one. And maybe | ficulty between her and her 


Another side of the housing | 


lsuburb. Graduate of Wilson | 


inicians, Boston, Mass., Miss R. | 


start saying, “Come, brother,|;o00m was available for her | 


|st. Francis and 
Lay Apostles 


Now historically it is a glor- 
‘ious fact that just before. our 
|'modern secular civilization 
| arose, Christ the King sent 
\into the world a lovabie little 
|man named Francis who, in 
the words of Pope Benedict 
iXV and in the unanimous 
‘opinion of Christendom, “by 
following Christ became His 
'most perfect image and like- 
jness.” And God not only told 
this Francis of Assisi to “re- 
| build My Church.” He also 
|gave him the inspired idea 
\of rebuilding the Churh and 
society by persuading thou- 
lsands and thousands of men 
‘and women to become holy 
Hay apostles of Christ as mem- 
‘bers of the Third Order of St. 


| Francis. 
| For seven centuries these 


|Catholic lay apostles have 
|been reforming themselves 
land their worlds by the dy- 
namically contagious power 
|of the example of saintly, 
\simple, and joyful Christian 
living and of an effective or- 
|ganized apostolate of charity 
and works of mercy. They 
| have found in Franciscan hu- 
|mility, voluntary poverty or 
simplicity, and fervent love 
\of Christ and neighbor all the 
marvelous intoxicating happi- 
ness that the rest of the world 
| seeks in vain in pride, wealth, 
and sensual pleasure. And 
|that is surely why Pope Pius 
‘XI chose St. Francis, the 
| Founder of this great school 
‘for lay saints, as the official 
|Patron of that significant 
modern extension of the lay 
japostolate which is- Catholic 


| Action. For the same reason 








;many lay apostles active in 
Catholic Action today have 
| “found the Third Order of St. 


{ 


even some new St. Andrew white roommate. The “room | Francis a providential means 


missals. He'll take pity on available” became unavailable |°f intensifying their spiritual 


it te } 
endlessly, living over and las didn’t want his friars was given a stay, but a week 
the Lord of Glory comes a 


all the promises are fullfilled | bookworms without money. 
again. Note the present and, —Mabel C. Knight 
future tense used in the 

Liturgy at Christmas, and, in! - 

fact, throughout Advent. “A| As the Jim Crow 
Jight shall shine upon us this ..,. 

day, for the Lord is born to! Flies 

us,” the Church sings in the 
Introit for the dawn Mass on : 
Christmas Day. And in the |$90,000 was not paralyzing. 
Post-communion of the same|BUT, both the Mayor's Com- 
Mass we answer, as it were,|™ission and the CHA are to 
with our prayer for new life,|Undergo “investigation,” and 
for to us the birth of God in|it is evident that this is only 
our hearts, at the Christmas|the beginning of the fight 
Mass is a renewing of life.|between groups working for 
And we ask it because “His|the common good and 
wonderful birth hath over-|€conomic interests fighting 
come the old man,” sealing against it. These interests 
with God’s completion, the play up the racial angle to 
task we had set for ourselves |Clicit the support of small 
at the beginning of Advent. homeowners who believe mis- 


takenly that property values 
Bookworm Meets 
The Liturgy 


(Continued from page 2) 


(Continued from page 3) 


homeowners in their area. 
%* uk * 

One might note as interest- 
ing and perhaps ironical that 
at the same time that the 
ments for St. Augustine who/ Chicago City Council was try- 
gave up the pagan pleasures |ing to decide whether it needs 
for the love of God; purple|agencies promoting human 
vestments for the vigil of the| rights, the right side of the 
birth of St. John the Baptist | ledger had several tremendous 
who condemned the sins of a | steps. 
king and was beheaded be-| 1. The. United Nations was 
cause of a dancing girl. Time| reviewing the National Asso- 
was. no longer something fo!ciation for the Advancement 
kill. It seemed to change and | of Colored People’s petition 
become consecrated to God.|for justice to American 
Advent led up to Christmas | Negroes. 
and Epiphany. Then came; 2. The Justice Dept. an- 
Lent and Eastertide and Pen- | nounced that it would ask the 
tecost. The Holy Spirit as-|Supreme Court to outlaw 
sumed a new importance to|destrictive covenants. 
the bookworm. The Mass} 3. To Secure These Rights, 
prayed for everyone andjthe President's - Committee 
everything. The prayers were Report of the Civil Rights was 





ei se oe ) 
2 et , 


are in jeopardy if Negroes are | 





coined ie BR. - jt, | life.” On the other hand, the 
frie gl mgt er ee Third Order definitely needs 
‘lope was received it was|t0 be revitalized by their 
| white, with a RESIGNATION ,apostolic and youthful fervor. 
‘(REQUESTED DUE TO! 
/HOUSING CONDITIONS. | Oct. 1947. The Study Guide, pub- 


oh | ished by American Institute of Socio- 
Political Thought, South Bend, Indiana. 
A R J wo , 
THE B ONESS a eee all set. It will 
= TN take place on December 27th 
JOTS it DON N ‘here at Madonna House. We 
(Continued from page 1) /expect between seventy-five 
knowledge of things natura] |and a hundred kids. It is fast 
and supernatural. | becoming a community pro- 
Branches of the main Ex-|Ject too. I expect to provide 
tension are being organized | the tree, which will not be 
everwhere. Nova Scotia is|hard to do—hundreds of them 
leading Canada today in the|#"ow right around the house 
|Cooperative Movement. And|—@nd the gifts, too, will be 
what is so wonderful about |ere—thanks for all those you 
\it is that, though Cooperatives |Send. God bless you. A Santa 
are run for all creeds and|Claus-Eddie, my nice and 
races of people, there comes good husband. The mothers 
‘from the apostles of “Antig-| and children will provide the 
onish a light that has to be | Cakes and cookies, and we will 
‘seen to be understood. They | Serve cocoa. We are having a 
preach Christ most eloquently | bee to wrap and address the 
—BY LIVING HIM. | parcels. As I write, a nice 
Yes, it was good to see that | white snow 1s falling softly 
portion of the Lord’s vine-|and making me feel real 
yard where our fellow lay ,Christmasy. A HAPPY 
|apostles do such great things; CHRISTMAS TO ALL OF 
for the Lord. Let us remem-| YOU DEAR FRIENDS AND 
'ber them and their works in | READERS. 
|our prayers, and ask them tO | css 
reciprocate. | 
The kids’ library is working . 
|beautifully. All the small fry| ™e¢: that Iam laying down 
lis here constantly for books. | my life to take it up again 
|Makes my heart glad. We er a a 
have also opened Madonna| 2? Mee at; I lay it down 
{House for the teen-agers. of ee accord, free te 
| They bring their own refresh- take it up a that is 
ments and a fiddler and have the charge . which my 
a grand time square dancing| Father has given me. 
and what have you. John—Ch. x.-p. 17 & 18 
Well, the Christmas party 





This my Father loves in 














Translation by R. Knox > 
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See “Trial by Fire” 


“Trial By Fire,” a work by) gation, and who accept the 
Father George H. Dunne, S.J.,/ teachings of Our Lord as a 
currently being presented by | standard of daily living. 
Blackfriars in New York, is | The author has avoided the 
not a play. It is an experi-| pitfall of so many writers 
ence. Anda nightmare. Deal-| who have a message to get 
ing, as it does, with the | over, in that he does not show 
incidents surrounding 








the | all the Negroes as angels, nor 
death of the Short family out | all the whites as villains. The 
in California it, of necessity, | balance is neatly kept. 
réveals the injustice of re-| It was felt that the acting 
strictive covenants. But the in the first scene strained so 
play does much more than! much at naturalness that it 
that. It makes audible the| missed the mark. However, 
cry of fourteen million Ne-/| this is a minor detail that sub- 
groes who still plead for free- sequent performances will 
dom in democratic America. | surely correct. 

It shows the machinations of| “Trial By Fire” should be 
the reactionary elements of | seen by all people who want 
our society who band together | freedom for themselves and 
in a last desperate effort to | their children, and certainly 
preserve the cult of the Skin by all Catholics who believe 
Worshippers. And it reveals | that, “In as much as you have 
the growing awareness of| done it unto the least of these, 
people who are awakening to, you have done it unto Me.” 
the sins of hatred and segre- | By Leona Lyons. 


THE KID’S CORNER 


By Mary (Geni) Galloway 


After a three month recess,{/them with experience in 





Harlem Volunteers 


Theatre Party 


The F. H. Vols are all for 
promoting the drama, and in 
keeping with the ideal of sup- 
porting the Catholic Theatre 
movement we got together for 
an evening at Blackfrairs. 
They presented Father James 
Dunn’s, “Trial By Fire,” This 
was of particular interest to 
us as it dealt with a blatant 
miscarriage of justice because 


to concrete action. Where it 
is necessary, we must, with 
permission of the pastor, form 
| new societies. 
Yuletide Greetings 

The Vols wish to take this 
opportunity to send Christmas 
greetings to all FH staffers, 
fellow volunteers and friends 
in Chicago, Wisconsin, Canada 
and New York. The peace of 
the Christ Child and His Holy 





we're back in our corner, and 
so glad to be there! 

The Martinettes (children 
from six to twelve) recon- 
vened on November 15, for 
the first of their Saturday 
morning story hours. Irene 
Graham, librarian at Herzl 
Junior College Library, and 
an old standby in Friendship 
House, is the nucleus of the 
program. 

The Martinettes’. regular 
Tuesday and Thursday pro- 
gram (an hour of “Free Play,” 
a half hour for milk, songs 
and discussion) is embellished 
on Tuesdays with an art class 
under the direction of the fa- 
mous Simon La Grundei, and 
on Thursdays by games and 
Rosary Club. The games will 
have the touch of a profes- 
sional recreation worker -in 
the person of our new visiting 
volunteer, Jean Lang, of Saint 
Cloud, Minnesota. The Ros- 
ary Club, you may remember, 
sprang up at the request of 
the youngsters, flourished 
among the youngest to the 
oldest, and is now going into 
its second year. As soon as a 
child has learned the prayers, 
he earns his beads. Since the 
supply of children and beads 
run in inverse proportion, we 
find our supply of the latter 
dwindling. If you have an 
extra rosary (bright colored 
and sturdy) we will do our 
best to put it to devoted use. 

The Brownies are meeting 
with their regular leader, 
Marge Quilty, every Wednes- 





group work, each of them an 
answer to our earnest prayers 
for staff workers, will be on 
hand to help Marge. 

The vacancy left by Ken- 
neth Fick when the Trappists 
swallowed him up, will be 
filled in part by that master 
of all trades, David James, 
Pete Springer and Bill Hum- 
phries adding their skills to 
David's. 

By the time this issue 
reaches you, Christmas will 
be right under our noses. Our 
Christmas festivities will in- 
clude about 200 children . . 
we'll -be able to distribute. as 
we receive. To those of you 
who are interested in helping 
us help Santa, may we suggest 
this: Send toys, candy, cloth- 
ing or money to THE CASITA 
—Friendship House, 4233 In- 
diana Avenue, Chicago, III. 

We'll be dusting our mail 
box regularly. 

* * * 

About the Teen-Agers: 
Their meeting room qualifies 
as a store room at present— 
but come the new year, there 
will be color on the walls, and 
the VENDOR and comfortable 
chairs, books and magazines 
in their place. Meanwhile, 
Club Porres and Girls Club 
members are pinch hitting in 
the adult volunteer ranks. 

All this has been and will 
be possible because of three 
things: 

(1) the VOLUNTEERS 
have met three times a week 
to finish the paint job on the 


day afternoon. Laverne Lissy | children’s center; 


and Helen Coolen, each of 


(2)the VOLUNTEERS 


-|us wash and paint the cloth- 


Mother descend upon you all. 
To Men of Good Will 
You can almost hear the 
Volunteers at Work merry tinkle of old St. Nick’s 
The staffers smiled benign- | Sleigh bells. Yep, folks, Christ- 
ly upon their trusting, gullible | Mas 1s just around the corner. 
volunteers and informed us | We at FH are planning parties 
that they had a surprise for | for young andold. Please, re- 
us. “Surprise! Goody, goody.” | member that little boys and 
We came in happy expectan- girls like bright new toys at 
cy, then the blow fell. Seems|Christmas. If you want to 
we did such a good job of ren- | volunteer time, money or toys 
ovating the Greenwich Vil-| for our Christmas gatherings 
lage Center that they decided we shall be only too happy to 
to keep us in form by having | receive. 


of racial prejudice. God free 
us from hate! Holy Spirit 
enlighten our world! 


ing-room walls. Want to join 
our painting party? Come 
one and all, Saturday, Decem- 
ber 13. We shall be glad to 
have you. Bring your own 
overalls. Dear Friends in Christ, 


Catholic Action 


——- HUMBLY. 


To Confound the Strong 


A living being multiplies 
itself. Cells grow bigger, and 
‘then divide into other cells. 


| The growth is slow and silent, 


imperceptible to the watching 
eye. But it is ceaseless activity 
that stops only with death. 

The Church is like that. It 
is the pulsing life of Christ in 
the world—the Mystical Body. 
It is slow, delicate, gentle and 
tender in its approach to men. 
|Anyone might wonder why 
its life is not snuffed out by 
the brutal~and remorseless 
strength of those who hate it. 
‘But it thrives confidently 
| when it seems to perish. 

That is how we must live 
too. That is why the gentle 
‘Christian virtues are so in- 
|domitable when they seem so 
'alien to Success. Faith, hope 
and charity appear to be weak 
‘opponents to pride, wealth 
/and hatred. They seem to lose 
battles, but they always win 
the war.—Exchange. 











WE BEG 


Feast of the Immaculate Conception 


The fact that Friendship House, Chicago, continues its 


Father Ed, our Moderator, | work today is a living proof that miracles do happen in the 


continued his series on the| twentieth century. Only an act of God could have provided 
“Romance of Catholic Action” |a home for Friendship House and its numerous activities in 
by enlarging upon the part} the over-crowded South Side two days before its*final evic- 
that the lay Catholic has in|tion from 309 East 43rd St. And that is exactly what 
the royal priesthood. He spoke | happened. 

of our duty toward our parish 
societies, and our pastors. We 
have an obligation to help 
form leaders, and to rouse our 
group from theoretical apathy 


A more ideal place could not have been found. One large 
building gives us ample space for a library, club room, 
kitchen, clothing room, and children’s center. And all of that 
in the same neighborhood in which we have been operating 
for the past five years. 


Your extraordinary generosity made it possible for us to 
get this building. We have a home. We have a staff. We 
can cut deeper of racism than we have ever cut before. We 
really feel that God must want our work to continue. 


are on deck to take over with 
the program; 

(3) your prayers and ours, 
without which nothing could 
be done! We are blessed a 


thousand times! But to continue, we need: food, clothing, lights, fuel oil, 


postage, toys for the children, furniture, a mimeograph, a 
new roof, and we still owe $7,000.00 on our new home. 
Peter Maurin says, : 
“People who are in need and are not afraid to beg 


Are You Getting Your 
Friendship House News 





HARLEM FRIENDSHIP HOUSE NEWS 
34 West 135th Street 
New York 30, N. Y. 







Regularly ? 

If you are not getting your 
paper please notify us and 
we'll try to trace it. We have 
had cases where the paper has 
been sent but not delivered 
and we want to see if that is 
general. We do make mistakes 
also and we want to rectify 
them. 


give to people not in need the occasion to do good 


for goodness’ sake.” 


Humbly, we beg. May God 
happy Christmas season, 


Please send donations 


4233 S. Indiana Ave. 


bless you and give you a holy 
In Christ in the Negro, 
Ann Harrigan 


to: Friendship House, 
» Chicago 15, Illinois 
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